'                      MEMOIRS' OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE,

Period VI.   and Specially.with Spain.    England and Holland prefs them to difeover their

.*734toI737-  engagements, which demand is not juft, becaufe they cannot do it but in con-

J734*       cert with their allies, and not reafonable, unlefs the emperour and his allies da

the fame,   'Nevertheleffe, to prove his confidence without referve, he will fay

in general!, that their treaties roulent upon the two Sicilies in favour of don

Carlos, and upon the Milanefe in Jtatu quo for the king of Sardinia.    No fti-

pulation in regard to the other eflates of the emperour, not even Mantua j,

have already explained upon what regards England and Holland*.

In regard to themfelves, the affair of Poland is the only thing in which they
are interefted,    No pretenfion nor defire, to aggrandife themfelves-    They are -
infinitely againilthe pragmatic fanftion, as prejudicial to their interefls and the
liberties of Europe 5 but it makes no part of their engagements namely and
expreffely.

This being fuppofed, the queftion is to find means to reconcile fuch .oppofite
and complicated interefts. He readily agrees that the prefent ftate of Polands
gives little hopes of re-eftabliihing king Staniflaus upon the throne, which may
depend very much upon knowing how far England is ingagM with the empe*
rour, or czarina, or eleflor of Saxony* If England has no- fuch engagements*
and this negotiation fucceeds, there may be ways to fave the honour of France*
which it is not yett time to explain* The great difficulty regards the affair of
Spain, as well in refpeft to the inflexibility of the emperour, as of the queen
, of Spain, who will never confent to fee herfelf ftript of two realms, of which
there is little wanting to complete the conquefts.

The firft and moft obvious expedient would be, to give the fecond arch-
duchefle to don Carlos, to give the two Sicilies as her portion, with the
reverfion to the eldeft daughter, upon failure of children of the fecond. But
befides that this may not be agreeable to our court, it k very certain, or .at
leaft very probable, that the emperour will never confent to it, whether for his "
hatred to the houfe of Bourbon, into whofe hands, it is poffible, his whole
fucceffion may one day fall, or that he will never confent to give the leaft
, '           attaint to the indivisibility of his eftates, of which Italy is the principal and

favourite object.

On the other fide, although-the queen of Spain infinitely wifhes the marriage
with the fecond archduchefs principally from the vaft hopes which Ihe con-
ceives from this marriage, he doubts whether either ihe, or the king of Spain*
will ever confent that the two Sicilies, which will come to them by the right of
conqueft, Ihall ever, upon the failure, go out of their family, which although

. ..           '            immaterial^'sa fort of credential!, founded upon the
